
Ftbnaary 3, 1975 

The Honorable A. E. Garcia 
Superintendent 
Rio Grande City Public Schoolr 
Fort Ringgold 
Rio Grande City, Twar 70502 

Open Record8 Decirion No. 68 

Re: Doea the Open Record6 
Act require a letter of 
resignation to be revealed. 

Dear Mr. Oarcia: 

Pursuant to section 7 of the Open Recordr Act, article 625t-l?a, 
v. T,. c. s., you have requerted our decirion aB to whether a letter of 
reaignation submitted by a school district employee ir excepted from 
public dircloaure. You contend that the requested information i.s ex- 
cepted from dirclonure by section 3(a)(Z), which except6 %nformatlon 
in perronnel filer, the dirclorure of which would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of perron@ privacy . . . . ” 

A letter of rerignation io certainly information “relevant to 
the individual’s employment relationrhip, ” and is the type of informa- 
tionintended to be dealt with by rection 3(a)(2). See Open Record8 - 
Deciaion No. 31 (1974). 

Tbc quertion ir then whether dirclorure of the information “would 
conrtitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of perronal privacy. , . . ” 

While the right of privacy ir recognized in Texan and har been 
defined, Bil,lings V. Atkinson, 489 S. W. 2d 858 (Tex. Sup, 1973), there 
ir little ca#e law to guide a decirion an to whether the diaclorure of 
this particular information would conrtitute ouch an invasion. 

However. other statutory provirionr do proviie ausirtance. The 
Open Recorda Act and the Open AMeeting Act, article 6252-17, V. T. C. S., 
have rimilar purpore and rhould be conrtrued in harmony. Attorney 
General Opinion H-484 (1974). 20th Acts have provisions dealing tvi:h 
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the privacy intarert of individual employeer. Compare V. T. C. S. art. 
6252~17a. ) 3(a)(2) w& V. T. C.S. art. 625247. 5 2(g). The Open 
Meeting8 Act permitr a governmental body to exclude the public from 
diecurrionr “involving the appointment, employment, evaluation, re- 
arrignment, duties, discipline, or dirmirral” of an employee. Sec. Z(g). 

In Open Record8 Decirion No. 60 (1974) we raid that minutes of 
a rchool board meeting which reflect dircurrion of perronnel mattera 
properly held in clored rearion are excepted from required dircloeure 
under rectionr 3(a) (1) and 3(a) (2). 

You explain that the resignation in question war lrubmitted at 
a clored executive renaion of the Board of Truiteea. The matter was 
properly treated as confidential at the meeting, and we believe that the 
written information dealing with the name matter ir entitled to be dealt 
with in the rame way unleer the person who rubmitted the letter of 
rerignation bar waived hir privacy right. 

It ir qur dekieion that tbe requerted information ir excepted 
from r&q&ad public dirclorure by rection 3(a) (2) of the Open Recordr 
Act. 

Very truly yours, 

rt Anairtant 

Opinion Committee 

1K 


